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Historic Elmira Recommends Historic  

District in Southside 
Success Would Result in Tax Credits for Properties within the District 

 

ELMIRA, NY • November 14, 2011 – Historic Elmira, Inc. announced Monday night its plans to 

recommend an historic district around lower Maple Avenue in Elmira’s Southside. Tania 

Werbizky, Regional Director of the Preservation League and Robert Englert, Historic 

Preservation Program Analyst for the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

addressed the details of the project, suggested next steps to be taken, and benefits for property 

owners and the city as a whole.   

In October 2009, Historic Elmira was awarded a grant by the Preservation League of New York 

State for a Reconnaissance Survey which included an Intensive Survey of lower Maple Avenue 

between Brand Park and Livingston Street. Historic Elmira enlisted Nancy Goblet, Preservation 

Consultant, to complete the study.  

The survey results show a total of 3,187 residential properties and 254 commercial properties. Of 

the total surveyed, approximately 98% of the housing stock is more than 50 years old, the 

generally accepted age for historic significance. More than half of the Southside properties are 

estimated to be 100 years old or older. Tania Werbizky commented, “We at the Preservation 

League are very excited to share the findings of this Preserve New York Grant Program 

funded survey with the wonderful people of the Southside, who have been so helpful in this 

exploration of their own history as seen through the neighborhood's buildings.” 

(MORE) 



 

The survey results highlight the lower Maple Avenue area in Elmira’s Southside as having the 

greatest potential to become an historic district. Local historic preservation activists and residents 

of the lower Maple Avenue area, Harold and Winnie Watts, will head the effort to nominate the 

lower Maple Avenue area as an historic district. Historic Elmira President Kaye Newbury 

commented, “Historic Elmira is pleased to have the results of the survey in hand and now be able 

to assist in the potential development of an historic district. The historic district could enhance 

economic development in Elmira and bring local property owners tax benefits. We are looking 

forward to our continued partnership with the NYS Preservation League, the State Historic 

Preservation Office, and dedicated residents like Harold and Winnie Watts.” 

A copy of the complete survey results will be available to review at the Historic Elmira office, 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please call the office in advance at 

607-398-6071. More information about Historic Elmira and the historic district designation can 

be found at www.HistoricElmira.com.  

 

The mission of Historic Elmira, Inc. is to champion historic preservation in the Elmira region by 

providing education, advocacy, collaboration, and facilitation in activities supporting 

preservation and enhancements of buildings and sites of historic significance.   
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